Reading Critiques You will be required to write a 1 pg critique of one of the daily readings (your choice). It must include: 1) the primary thesis of the reading -what is the main point(s) 2) a summary of the primary findings and 3) YOUR APPLICATION of the concepts. i.e. how do they link to other things that we have read/discussed, and HOW this information you just acquired can be applied. You must turn in at least 10 of 12 (100pts).
Discussion Leader Students will have the opportunity to participate in the course by acting as a discussion leader for assigned readings at least 3 times (30 points each). Your presentation should include a short one page handout that includes a summary of the main points of the reading, critical analysis, links to other things that we have read, as well as compelling discussion questions for the class. Each discussion leader (DL) will have no more than 10 minutes and we will assume everyone has read the assignments prior to the discussion.
Research Paper You will be required to write one short research paper about inequality in society (or one aspect of it). I expect that students will make a sociological argument relating social inequality to the social world. These papers will require a minimum of 5 scholarly references to back up your arguments (I am happy to go over your paper drafts with you). I expect students to demonstrate that they are capable of writing at the college level. There are many sources of help for students that do not feel that they are strong writers. I strongly encourage you to write more than one rough draft and have someone read it through for thought and organization. This paper will be worth 100 points.
Presentations
Each student will present their research to the class for their consideration and peer review. In other words, your fellow students will help evaluate the merit of the ideas and the arguments that you put forward in your paper. The review should be based on the ideas and concepts from discussions that we have in class. Presentations are worth 100 points total with 25 points from written classmate evaluations. Additionally, 25 points of your presentation grade will come from your evaluation of other students' presentations.
Exams
There will be a mid-term and final exam worth 50 points each. Material for these tests will be taken from the texts and from class. Both exams will be scheduled through the testing center and are represented on our schedule. Attendance I will not take role. However, attendance is an important component of this course. If you do miss class it is your responsibility to get notes or other relevant information from another student. Know that I am aware of your attendance and participation, and it is a factor in your grade.
Grading
Your final grade will be determined based on a point system with 500 total points possible. There will likely be no extra credit offered in this class. However, I reserve the right to do so as things come up during the course. I accept late work for 1 week past the due date, though assignments and papers turned in late will only be credited 80 percent their value (i.e. 90/100 = 72/80). However, if you know you will not be in class the day an assignment is due you may turn it in early for full credit. Grading is based on the following:
A You will be able to practice applying sociological principles through your discussions, presentations and writing.
Honor Code and Academic Honesty
The University's statement on academic honesty, policies, and some helpful definitions (such as plagiarism, cheating, academic misconduct, etc.) can be found at http://saas.byu.edu/catalog/current/ceshonor.aspx. Please make sure you understand these policies -I will follow them in the case the Honor Code is violated.
While all students sign the honor code, there are still specific skills most students need to master over time in order to correctly cite sources, especially in this new age of the Internet. Students also need to learn to deal with the stress and strain of college life without resorting to cheating. Please know that we as professors notice instances of cheating on exams and plagiarizing of papers. For specific examples of intentional and inadvertent plagiarism, fabrication, and falsification see http://www.byu.edu/honorcode. All of these should obviously be avoided. Failure to do so can result in poor or failing grades, being reported to the honor code office, or even dismissal from the university. 
